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bers goes to the holy sources of water such as Lake Batur, or
Besakih in the Gunung Agung. They take offerings with them
to gain the goodwill of the deities of the lake or of the sacred
spring. Some water is brought back in a bamboo container
(sud/ang) wrapped in a new cloth and hung with strings of
Jcepeng, topped by a bunch of beautiful mottled red and green
andong leaves for decoration.

At the return of the expedition the sud/ang is deposited on an
altar in the temple of the subak. It is believed that the deities of
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the holy water are embodied in the container, and a feast
(mapag) is given in honour of the divine guests. To entertain
them so that they will not leave, the subaJc members perform
dances and burn incense in braziers. The fields are sprinkled with
holy water and the rest is poured into the common canal of the
subalc so that all the fields may benefit by it. The feast over, the
necessary repairs are made, with more offerings so that the water
will flow through the proper channels. Then the water is let in
to flood the dry soil, and all subak members meet again to take
a vow not to steal from one another. The land is cleansed with a
great offering to the evil spirits and cockfights are staged to satisfy
their thirst for blood.

When planting-time arrives, the land is ploughed over and over
again, and harrowed to incorporate with the soil the weeds and
rice straw that serve as fertilizer. In some places the land is
effectively ploughed, in a spirit of festivity and sport, in great bull
races (megrumbungan) held before a new crop is planted. The